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may never §ill {a viable seed mar never
develop within the outer covering of the
seed) Before harvesting a2 site, seedheads
should be sampled for fill and germunation
rate, to determine economic feasibibity «f
harvest. A seed which has filled is plumy
and very brittle and will snap when bunt
An unfilled seed 15 very soft and pliable, and
will not snap or break when bent. Light seed
weight and awns make harvest with
conventional equipment difficult. Native
stands of wiregrass have been har es e{é
successfully by the FLPMC with the Flai
Vae Seed Stipper

Seed Germination and Conditioaing. Seed
vability vanes widely, depending on
cumatic condifions. burn management & 3a
co'lecuon sife Laboratory germir ation tesis
conducted at the FLPMC on Fiorida
accessions produced germination rates of 0
10 48%. Greenhouse germ inatior. rates
averaged 32%. Parrott (1967). working with
North Carolina wiregrass populations,
conducied several germinabor experinients
He found that this population of wiregrasy
germinated between 58 - 1037 T, with
03}{“@?&{*’1 germnation occurring hotween 85
-95° F. He also founc thut ong-year-old seed
germunated mote quizkiv tha, rew ceed
ahich may indicate some doimancy.

Seed can be detcarded using 3 debeardat
or hammermi. A n air-screen cleaner can
then be used to separate sved {rom chaft,
Wiregrass seed 1s bruttle and easily damaged
mn the debeardirg process.

The shelf life of v i1egrass appeers 10 be
three or mure vears under weal conaitions
(45-55° T and 45 53% humidity) A g av
fungus s azsfiw observed O wireprass sead
however, its effect on seed viab, Pty 15
unkr.own,

Propgeation by Seeds Care shoold be wken
to cotlect seed from habita s with the same

moisnur wgime a4 the plontag site. There <
some evidence that seed ha vested from
flatwood: sites establishes best on mng
sttes and seed gathered from sardhill sites
establishes best on drier sites More researca
will need to be coaducted to determing
this is in fact the case
Wiregrass has been direct seeded on g

variety of sites throughout Florida, with
mixed success (Bissett 1996: see also
Appendix AY Seediings lack vigor, and
germination and establishment are severely
inhibited by weed competiion. Infroduced
pasture grasses cut-compele wiregrass

seedlings therefore. planting sites should be
as free of weeds and intr yduced grass
epecies as possible

Cultural Manasement 't har been well
established that wiregrass must undergy 4
growing season bum to flower and produce
viable seed (Seamon and Myers. 1992).
However, the month of burning appears to
have a profound impact on seed viability
Seed viability appears to be highest when
native stands of wiregrass are burned during
the months of May through July {personal
correspondence with Tim Pittman, FJ.

D ision of Forestryy The FLPMIC
personrel have observed that a sandhill sye
in central Florida burned i February.
flowered abundantly, however sced
viabilie was 1%, When this site was bumed
i early May, gerounation mereased o 290,
A sumilar nearbv site burned i late June hal
< eermunation rate of 12% Aside from
burning dates chimate and available sol

1 Histure appear 1o Fave a strong nfluence
o seed production. Wiregrass populations
in flatwoods areas that had undergone
Jrowing season burns had much hisher
Jermination rates than those hsted above for
the sandhsll sites.




Iregrass
Aristida swricra Maichx,
[Florida populations were recently
recognized as a separate species, ?r;’ itia
beyrichona Trin, & Rupr., by som
botanists}

Other Common Namey: Pineland threeawn

Descripticn énd Growih Characteristics.
Cool season perenmial bunchgrass. Leaf
blades are narrow and rolled inward {wire-
e} 12 to 20 inches long. Vegeiative
growth begins late winter, This species can
be distinguished from Muhlenbergia

capillur is and Sporobolus funceus specics
by the small wit of bair at the upper side of
the leaf blade, where #* roeets the leaf sheath,

I feet all, The

Seed stalks are 1 0
seedheads are 3 panicle. 10 to 12 inches
long. Spring and early surumer burning
induces flowering. Seed is nipe in Movembet
and December. The collection window last
weveral woeks

Habifa.: Adaptes to a broad range of scil
and motsture regimes, from wet flatwoods to
tongleaf pine-turkes oak sandhills,

Uses: Wiregrass 1 considared an important
component of ngﬁawm m@naﬁs secause of
s ability tr carry Hre. o aative &zéﬁiizﬁx»}?}é‘%.
whegrass contributes a large percentage of
the {1e} for understory buun management
programs. ew growth is readily grazed by
tivestock afler a bum, Wi regrass also
rrovides cover and nesting 3ites {or wildlifc

{Sharpe and Curtis, 1988

L

ced Collection: Ripe seed are cylind "-sa%

in shape, 1/4 inch iong or less, and less thar
116 meh wide with three awns (174 in *}

long or more) atfac “‘%zﬁfi at one end. If burned
Juring the growing season. wiregrass m%
often flower pre éigjﬁ usly produc

abundance i sexd How -ver, ii’%@%ﬁ S&i«:ﬁéﬁ
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